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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Jazz virtuoso to receive 
honorary degree from Concordia 


MONTREAL, May 18, 1979 —- Oscar Peterson, "the world's 
greatest jazz pianist and one of the great virtuosos in jazz", 
will receive an honorary degree from Concordia University next 
month. 

Peterson will receive the honorary doctorate at the 
Faculty of Fine Arts convocation, 8:15 p-em., June 5, in the 
Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West. 

Born in Montreal, August 15, 1925, Peterson began 
classical training at the age of six. 

At 14, Peterson won a prize in a local amateur contest 
and was offered a spot on a weekly radio show. He was featured for 
several years, starting in 1944, with the Johnny Holmes Orchestra, 
one of the most popular in Canada. Despite his growing reputation, 
Peterson remained in Canada until 1949, when entrepreneur Norman 
Granz brought him to New York for an appearance at Carnegie Hall. 

In 1950, Peterson began recording for Granz and has toured 
Europe and the U.S. virtually every year since with side trips to 
Russia, Africa and the Far East, with always the same acgolades for 
his genius. 


In 1972, Peterson abandoned his trio format to appear for 


CONCORDIA 


a while exclusively as a solo pianist in concerts. He now divides 
his time between solo and trio work, reuniting with his former 
sidemen for occasional concerts and recordings. 

In 1974, Peterson had his own Canadian television series 
"Oscar Peterson Presents", featuring leading jazzmen. and singers 
as guests. Among his recordings under the Pablo label are five duo 
albums with D. Gillespie, H. Edison, J. Faddis, C. Terry and R. 


0 Eldridge. 
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Peterson was awarded the Toronto Civic Medal in 1971, 
an honorary doctorate from Carleton University in 1973 and the 


medal of service of the Order of Canada the same year, 
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A PUBLIER IMMEDIATEMENT Un virtuose de jazz recoit un 
doctorat honoris causa 


MONTREAL, le 18 mai 1979 -- Oscar Peterson, “le plus grand pia- 
niste de jazz et l'un des meilleurs virtuoses" recevra le mois prochain un 
dipléme a titre honorifique de l'Université Concordia. La cérémonie se dé- 
roulera 4 1'occasion de Ja collation des grades de la Faculté des beaux- 
arts, 4 20h15 le 5 juin, au pavillon Henry F. Hall, 1455 ouest, boul. de 
Maisonneuve. 


0. Peterson est né le 15 aodt 1925 4 Montréal. Dé@s 1'dge de 6 
ans, il apprend la musique classique; 4 14 ans, i] gagne un prix 4 un con- 
cours de musiciens amateurs et on lui offre alors un numéro hebdomadaire 
ala radio. A partir de 1944, il se produit avec l'orchestre de Johnny 
Holmes, l'un des plus populaires au Canada. Sa réputation grandit mais 
ce n'est qu'en 1949, sous 1'instigation de 1'imprésario Norman Granz, qu'il 
partira pour New York of i] passe au Carnegie Hall. 


En 1950, i] commence 4 enregistrer pour Grantz et, depuis, chaque 
année 1'am@ne en tournée européenne et américaine, sans compter ses pas- 
sages en URSS, en Afrique et en Extréme-Orient o0, partout, on acclame son 
grand talent. 

En 1972, Peterson quitte son trio et ne se produit plus qu'‘en 


concert, comme pianiste solo. A l'heure actuelle, i] travaille seul ainsi 
qu'avec son trio & l'occasion de certains concerts ou enregistrements. 


En 1974, il a sa propre émission télévisuelle hebdomadaire au 
Canada "Oscar Peterson Presents" of i1 regoit d'éminents jazzmen et chan- 
teurs. Parmi ses nombreux enregistrements, citons cing disques, en duo, 
avec Gillespie, Edison, Faddis, Terry et Eldridge. 


En 1971, la ville de Toronto lui décerne la Civic Medal et, en 
1973, i] recoit un doctorat honoris causa de 1'Université Carleton ainsi 
que la médaille de 1'Ordre du Canada. 
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